
Māori Affairs Select Committee Inquiry
into the tobacco industry in Aotearoa &
the consequences of tobacco use for
Māori.

A Call To Action
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Accountability

76% 3800 Lives
456 Māori

15%
750 Lives
90 Māori

6%
300 Lives
36 Māori
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Update

• Iwi:

– Tainui, Kai Tahu, Kahungunu, Apa, Toa

– Targeting Te Arawa, Ngati Awa, Hauiti, Porou

• Organisations 

– all tobacco contracted providers

– Others – HRC, MWWL, Kohanga, NZFS etc

• DHBs

• Individuals
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Submissions

• Focus:

– Tobacco Industry

– Māori Tobacco Use 

• Submissions: Written 29 January 2010

• Submissions: Oral – TBA
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Purpose

1. Gain a comprehensive understanding of 
the actions of the tobacco industry to 
promote tobacco use amongst Māori, and 

2. Understand the impact of tobacco use on 
the health, economic, social, cultural and 
developmental impacts on Māori 

3. Policy and legislative measures to 
address the findings.
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Terms of Reference

1. The historical actions of the tobacco industry to 
promote tobacco use amongst Māori.

2. The impact of tobacco use on the health, economic, 
social and cultural wellbeing of Māori.

3. The impact of tobacco use on Māori development 
aspirations and opportunities.

4. What benefits may have accrued to Māori from tobacco 
use?

5. What policy and legislative measures would be 
necessary to address the findings of the Inquiry? 



www.tereomarama.co.nz

www.resist.co.nz

Submitters

• Finding submitters from the community is:
– REAL, COMPELLING, PROVOCATIVE

• Looking for:
• Personal quit stories;

• An iwi/hapū view of tobacco’s impact on the people;

• A cessation workers view from the coalface;

• A smoker’s journey to addiction;

• A Rangatahi perspective;

• Death/loss of a whānau member, whānaunga/relative, friend, 
partner etc.
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Key Messages

• Barrier: Tobacco is a barrier to meeting Māori potential, 

aspirations and development goals.

• Accountability: It is about holding the tobacco industry 

accountable and responsible for all Māori deaths and illness from 
tobacco.

• No Tobacco industry: Tobacco Out of Aotearoa - Tobacco is a 

sunset product: The tobacco industry is a sunset industry. Gone by 
2020.
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Recommendation 1
Removal of tobacco for supply

Provide examples of restricting e.g. licensing retail; through to 
removing the product over a time period

1: That tobacco supply is restricted using regulations and legislative 
measures with the goal of eliminating tobacco by 2020.

2: That sales to minors is strictly enforced with particularly emphasis 
placed in areas with educational facilities – Primary/Secondary 
Schools.

3: That all tobacco displays are removed from point of sale by 2010.
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Recommendation 2

Accountability: 
1: Hold further enquiries on the Tobacco Industry practices in 

New Zealand via a Ministerial appointed Taskforce on Tobacco 
or a Royal Commission of Inquiry.

2: A sustainable industry denormalisation programme and 
counter marketing campaign is developed and implemented in 
2010.

3: That the FCTC Guidelines on Article 5.3  (Protection of public 
health policies with respect to tobacco control from 
commercial and other vested interests) are fully implemented 
in 2010. 



www.tereomarama.co.nz

www.resist.co.nz

Recommendation 3

Taxation:

1: That a dedicated tax, from the existing tobacco taxation revenue 
(over $1B), be established in 2010. The tax to be used to fund 
services/programmes ranging from health promotion programmes, 
enforcement, cessation/quit services, research and advocacy 
services. A substantive budget increase that truly reflects the 
disproportionate negative impact tobacco use has on Māori is 
required. 

2: Increase tobacco tax each year, from 2010, by 5% as 
recommended by the World Bank and the World Health 
Organization (WHO) along with the current annual CPI adjusted 
increases.

3: Harmonise tax on loose tobacco with manufactured cigarettes in 
2010. 
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Recommendation 4
Framework Convention on Tobacco Control (FCTC):

1: That the Government actively monitors, demonstrates and reports 
how it meets its international obligations under the FCTC directly 
with Māori each year on the Pre-amble and Article 4.2 (c).

2: That the Government actively implements FCTC Guidelines on 
Article 5.3 in 2010.

3: That the Government actively implements FCTC measures in Article 
6 (Price and tax measures).

4: That Article 16 (Sales to and by minors) provisions, that include the 
prohibition of vending machines, are fully implemented.
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Media - Tools

The following tools can be used to push viewpoint into the 
public forum.

• Media releases –Provides an opportunity to raise the 
issue.

• Letter to the editor - Use to support or oppose an 
positions. 

• Interviews – radio, TV, magazines, newspapers
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Call to action...
 Influence local MPs e.g. Letters of support for 

the Inquiry; ask for their position/thoughts on 
Māori tobacco use.

 Media: Letters to the editor: support Inquiry or 
positions e.g. tax increases; removal of displays 
etc

 Sign Petition: www.globalink.org/petitions/
 Postcards: Hand out – clients, networks
 Submissions: Write Individual/Organisational

http://www.globalink.org/petitions/
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